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METHODOLOGY 


Contained in this publication are 
statistics pertaining to the felonious, 
line-of-duty killings of duly sworn Federal, 
state, and local law enforcement officers 
having full arrest powers. Excluded from these 
tabulations are fatalities resulting from 
accidents or activities not within the official 
realm of law enforcement duties. 


The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) 
Program receives notification of officers! duty~ 
related deaths from two sources. State and 
local law enforcement agencies participating in 
the UCR Program submit preliminary data on any 
officer killed in the line of duty within 
their jurisdiction. FBI field divisions and 
legal attache offices are also responsible for 
reporting such incidents occurring in the 
United States and its territories, as well as 
those in which a United States law enforcenent 
officer is slain while assigned to duties in 
another country. This twofold reporting 
procedure ensures the validity and completeness 
of the data. 


Once notification of an officer's 
death is received, inquiries are directed to 
the victim officer's employing agency and 
additional details concerning the circumstances 
surrounding the incident are obtained. 
Pertinent criminal history data of the indi- 
viduals identified in connection with these 
killings are furnished by the PBI's Identifi> 
cation Division. 


COMMENTS 


In 1981, 91 law enforcement officers 

were feloniously killed in the line of duty. 
his {igure represents a 13-percent decrease 
from the 1980 experience and a notable 
22-percent decline from the 1972 total. The 
officers slain in 1981 were affiliated with 
law enforcement agencies in 30 states, 
Puerto Rico, and American Samoa. 


During the past 10 years, 1972-1981, 
1,110 officers were mortally wounded while 
performing their official duties. A review 
of the yearly figures disclosed that 1981 
recorded the lowest number of deaths for the 
decade and 1973 scored the highest (134). 
One-third. fewer. officers were slain in 1981 
than in 1973. 


Circumstances Surrounding Deaths 


Even though there was a decrease in 
the total officers killed last year, there was 
a distinct increase (from 12 in 1980 to 19 
in 1981) in the slayings of those officers 
engaged in handling disturbance calls (family 
quarrel, man with gun, etc.). This activity 
claimed the lives of more officers than any 
other in 1981, 


Throughout the year, 17 officers were 
slain by persons engaged in the commission of 
a robbery or while pursuing robbery suspects, 
and 6 lost their lives at the scene of 
burglaries or while pursuing burglary suspects. 


Fifteen were killed while attempting arrests 
for offenses other than burglary or robbery. 


A survey of the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths of the other officers 
revealed that 12 were killed while enforcing 
traffic laws, 10 were slain while investigating 
suspicious persons or circumstances, 9 were 
ambushed, 2 lost their lives while handling 
mentally deranged persons, and 1 was murdered 
transporting a prisoner. 


Types of Assignment 


‘Of the 68 patrol officers slain in 
1981, all were assigned to vehicles, and over 
half were alone at the time of the attack. 
Again, these figures confirm the fact that 
patrol: officers--more importantly, those alone 
and unassisted-~are most likely to fall prey 
to assailants. Although not with such 
frequency, officers who perform other duties 
similarly risk their lives: Thirteen off-duty 
officers gave their lives taking appropriate 
police action in.1981. The remaining 10 
officers were detectives or on special 
assignment when they were murdered. 


For a 10-year period (1972-1981), 
67 percent of all slain officers were on patrol 
duty when killed--721 while assigned to 
vehicles and 27 while on foot patrol. Approxi- 
mately half of these patrol officers were alone 
and unassisted at the time of their deaths. 
During the same period, 234 (21 percent) of the 
victim officers were detectives or on special 
assignment when they lost their lives. Another 
12 percent or 128 officers, while acting in 
their official capacity, were off duty when they 
met their violent demise. 


Assailants 


Currently, 89 percent of the 1981 
murders have been cleared by arrest or 
exceptional means. Thirteen of the 125 
offenders were justifiably killed (3 by the 
victim officers), and 2 committed suicide, 

In addition, another 9 assailants were wounded 
by the victim officers. Ninety-six. percent 

of the attackers were male, 41 percent were 
White, and 46 percent were from 18 to 30 years 
old. The total range in age was from 15.to 79 
years, 


Relative to the 1,110 police killings 
over the past 10 years, 1,566 offenders have 
been identified in connection with the slayings. 
Again, the gender of the offenders was 
predominantly male (96. percent) with more than 
half being White and ranging in age from 18 
to 30. 


In 1981, almost three of every four 
identified assailants had been arrested for 
committing crimes prior to the police killing, 
and nearly half of the criminals had previous 
arrests for violent crimes. Over half of the 
assailants had prior convictions, and 26 
percent were on parole or probation, at the 
time of the incident. Forty-six percent of 


he offenders had prior arrests for weapons 
violations, and 26 percent had been arrested 
for narcotics violations. 


Fourteen of the officers were 
acquainted with their. murderers prior to the” 
fatal incidents. ae 


There were 1, 601 ence atfendere 
implicated in the slayings of 1,143 law 
enforcement officers during the period 1970- 
1979, the most current period for which 
disposition data were available. Among those 
offenders, 199 were justifiably killed, 46 
committed suicide, and 17 are fugitives. 


The remaining 1,339 were arrested and 
charged with murder. According to available 
court records on those 869 offenders found 
guilty of the officers' deaths, 123 were 
sentenced to death, 459 to life imprisonment, 
and 265 received prison terms ranging from 1 
to 2,001 years. The courts meted out — 
indetarminate sentences for an additional 
17 offenders. Lastly, 4 offenders were put 
on probation, and 1 offender's sentence was 
suspended. 


Weapons 


Assailants wielding firearms were 
responsible for killing 86 of the 91 victim 
officers in 1981. Explicitly, 69 officers 
were mortally wounded with handguns, 12 with 
rifles, and 5 with shotguns. Of the 86 
officers, 12 were murdered with their own 
service weapons. In addition to those killed 
through the use of firearms, 2 were 
intentionally struck by vehicles, 1.was stabbed 
to death, 1 was drowned, and 1 was beaten — 
with a blunt object. Over the lo-year 
period (1972-1981), firearms were utilized in 
94 percent ofall officers' slayings. 

A breakdown of the weapons revealed that: 
handguns were instrumental in 73 percent of . 
firearm murders, rifles in 14 percent, and 
shotguns in 12 percent. 


In 1981, 33 of the sitideray who 
died at the hands of their assailants, 
attempted. to fire their service weapons. Of 
the 33, 27 of the officers fired their weapons 
in self-defense. ; 


Although eight sizes of handguns were 
used by the murderers. in 1981, the two most 
prevalent were the .357 magnum and the 
+38 caliber. Together these two types of 
weapons accounted for the deaths of 49 
officers--more than half of all officers killed 
by firearms. 


Fifty-seven percent of the officers 
killed by guns in 1981 succumbed to wounds 
to the upper torso. sat percent were fatally 
3 percent died from 


wounded in the head, and 
wounds below the waist. 


During the past decade, officers 
have most often been in close proximity to 
their assailants -when. they were mortally 
wounded with firearms.’ “The year. 1981. was. no 


exception with over 50 percent being within 


0-5 feet of the offenders and nearly 75 percent 
within a distance: of 10 feet or less. 


For the past 2 years, statistics have 
been compiled on the number of officers killed 
while wearing. protective vests. In 1980, 14 
of the 104 officers slain wore some type of 
body armor, as compared to 11 of the 91 victim 
officers in 1981. Of the 11 killed last year, 


' 6 were shot in.the head, and 1 was struck by 


a vehicle. Three sustained fatal gunshot 
wounds ‘to an unprotected portion of the 
upper torso, and 1 officer was felled when 
a round fired from a -30- 06 rifle 
penetrated his vest. 


Places 


The South, the most populous region, 
recorded 43 of the line-of-duty deaths. The 
following regions and territories accounted 
for the remaining 48: the North Central 
States, 18; the Western. States, 14; the 
Northeastern States, 13; Puerto Rico, 2; and 
American Samoa, 1. A comparison of ‘the two 
5-year periods 1972-1976 and. 1977-1981 showed 
declines in the number of officers slain for) 
all areas of the country. In the. North Central 
States the decrease was 43 percent;’ in the 
South, 20 percent;. in the West, 11 percent; in 
the Northeast, 10° percent; and in the 
United States territories, 9 percent. 


Times 


Due to the officers’ hazardous 
profession, life-threatening situations may 
arise at any time. During 1981, there was 
only one hour of the day (6:00- “7% 00 a.m.) in... 
which no murder occurred. As in the past, the 
nighttime hours were the most perilous with 
61 percent of the murders taking place petvern 
6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. Ma 


Among..the days of the wants Goat 


attacks occurred on Friday and Saturday, 16 on 


each day. The fewest were recorded on 
Sunday with.10. 


Twelve officers. were killed in. eas 
December of 198l--the month during which the 
most slayings occurred. The lowest number (3) 
occurred in April. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS KILLED 
by Region  — 
| 1980 and 1981 


% 


198011981 7 
a Northeast 


TOTAL, allRegions _ : a 
| 1980:104 43 4, 
1981: 91 , | 1980]1981 | 


Puerto Rico 
U. S. Virgin Islands 
American Samoa 


KILLED, 1981 


LAW ENFORCEMEN NCY 


REGION, DIVISION, ST 


Region Type of Weapon 


Division Onl 
State i 
eae Killed Shotgun 


| Other | 
Seo el rea a 
10 3 a ane 


NORTHEAST, ... re. || a iy 
New England 
Connecticut... 5... ammgeeer ott ttre 1 EO 1 
Darien 1 
Massachusetts....@ece ttt 1 1 
Holliston 1 
New Jersey..... ‘ ate i 3 3 
Atlantic City 1 1 
# Essex County 1 1 
State Police 1 1 
New York....... Cero rereeeres 6 4 . | 2 
New York 3 3 
New York City H Authority 1 1 
Nyack 2 
Pennsylvania, | i ean 2 1 1 
Philadelphia 2 1 1 
NORTH CENTRAL..... ste) ap Diovan aay’ he 18 14 Ll 2 1 
East North Central 
Illinois... .. a iatésiere: a: WaPo eve 6 ese aie “6 Somaya ae 1 1 
Warren County gs 1 1 
Indiana. ......... B Rae anheas Pelee tr 4 3 oe et 1 
Bremen 1 1 
aye , (Venicle) 
Gary i : 1 | 
Marion County. : 2 2 
Ohio..........,. aap ateiecesiealgs elite eat le 3 Jol a 2 
Cleveland h : 1 1 
Mahoning County. : : 1 1 
Washington County; 1 , 1 
2 2 
2 2 
\ 
Towa... see e ee eees S sleta do get ota eas 3 2 2 
Waterloo 2 2 
Kansas ........., dhs acastoa sinracerduba yah avdahie: 6 1 1 
Highway Patrol 1 1 
Minnesota... ee ccc eee 2 2 
Itasca County : 1 1 
Minneapolis : 1 1 
Missouri......, Ihde ect wees hte aay 3 2 1 
Grundy County : 1od 1 
St. Louis. County ; 1 1 


Wellston : 1 1 


Division 
State 


Type of Weapon 


| 


Frostproof 
Highway Patrol 
Jacksonville 
Miami 

Polk County 


ee rd 


Austell 


Maryland.......... cece eeeeceeeee siviiteaas 
Baltimore 
Montgomery County 


North Carolina............ccc cece eeeae 
Charlotte 
Hendersonville 
Jacksonville 


VAP SIN A s6 0 hak o5 saci eka heed eee Us 
Lancaster County 
Newport News 
Virginia Beach 


West Virginia .......... ccc cece e cece 
Charleston 
Huntington 


East South Central 


Alabama sc. se cece dec cccccsccesecees 
Bessemer 
Hurtsboro 

Maplesville 


1 
(Vehicle) 


Troy 


Kentucky ei outlets odie yteete, wo eeas caine soba 
State Police 


Mississippi ...... 0.0... cece eee eee Pea 
Chickasaw County 
De Soto County 
Heidelberg 
Highway Patrol 
Jackson 

Montgomery County 


TONNESS6C) oe. eck pond eek Mees aces 
Anderson County 

Columbia : 

Lexington 

Memphis 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1981 
REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY--CONTINUED 


Region 
Division 


Type of Weapon 


West South Central 


Arkansas... .. cc cece ceccccceccceceveace 
Conway 
Fort Smith 
West Fork 


seesee i ey 


COOH Re ee He eee ere eanrenereeerenere 


Department of Public Safety 
Los Fresnos 
McAlien 
Nueces County 


COT OCC emer emer eesernrenecerecesesevens 


Mountain 


COMING ss fe who inadaivdausxic c. 
Aurora 
Colorado Springs 


Sa eee rrnoe 


Fish and Game 


a oe eo 


Le 


Lake County 
Oakland 
Parlier 
Redwood City 
Sacramento County 
San Diego 


iia ee ee ee 


re ere eT ree ee eee j ; 1 
(Blunt 
Object) | 


LAW ENFORCEMENT | 

_ OFFICERS KILLED | 

eee 3 by Region | 
1972-1981 


SESS 
ieee 
Ale 


Wp 


a 


3a 


7 


pS?) 
RS 


fi 


TOTAL, allRegions er | 
1972-1976 [__] 623 KILLED 23 91 
1977-1981 MM 487 KILLED ao 


Puerto Rico 
U.S. Virgin Islands .. 
Guam 
Foriegn 
American Samoa 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1972-1981 


: BY TYPE OF WEAPON o 


| Grand . otal 
Year Total Handgun | Rifle Shotgun [Firearmd Knife 
TOTAL unio | res [isi [a7 fr oa 
18 , 


, 65 51 
117 78 16 11 


aoe 
Personal} (clubs, 
Bomb [Weapons | etc.) - 


1 


134 93 21 13 


132 95 21 


129 93 13 


111 66 16 


93 59 11 


93 67 


76 
69 


69 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1981 
TYPE AND SIZE OF FIREARM ; : ‘ 


: Type of Weapon. ; 


| Officer's 
Own 
Weapon 


SIZE OF WEAPON 


Handgun Rifle Shotgun 


Handgun size 


.22 Caliber 

+25 Caliber 

. 32 Caliber 

9 Millimeter 

. 357 Magnum 

- 38 Caliber 

. 44 Magnum 

-45 Caliber 

Caliber Not Reported 


wee 
NO R09 DO ROR to to 


Rifle size 


-22 Caliber 
- 223 Caliber 

. 30-Caliber 

. 30-06 Caliber 
. 30-30 Caliber 
- 303 Caliber 
- 44 Magnum 


Shotgun size 


- 410 Gauge 
12 Gauge 


*Included in appropriate category. 


LOCATION OF FATAL FIREARMS WOUNDS 
Number of Victim Officers 
1981 


— 
2 0) 
° 


Head :34 (6) 


Torso: 49 (4) 


Below Waist: 3 


cal numerics denote office apie 
and killed se nil@oecie a boa a 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED BY FIREARMS, 1972-1981 . ; 
DISTANCE BETWEEN VICTIM OFFICER AND OFFENDER » . 


ae: - frorau 1972 | 1973 1974 1975 1976. [1977 1978 1979 1980 | 1981 
moran ous | 100 | os | os | 
- 46 


gl 
41 | 37 50 


0-5 548 66 . 62 53 60 
‘6-10 214 30 24 |] 17 19 20 19 15 17 


11-20 -150 13 18 16 


21 - 50 67 8 14 


* 64 9 


62 

25 

14 
5 : 
6 


"LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED BY FIREARMS, 1972-1981 


LOCATION OF FATAL WOUNDS SUFFERED BY VICTIM OFFICER 
POINT OF ENTRY TOTAL] 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 | .1977 


froran fyoas [ta [sar [sae [ar | 
49 43 


‘Over 50 


Ps [os | [aoe | os | 


Front Head 347 34° 45 26 26 40 36 


Rear Head 74 12 9 6 4 6 5 2 


Front Upper Torso Al 54 


Rear Upper Torso 13. 9 


Front Below Waist 


Rear Below Waist 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1972-1981 


BY HOUR OF DAY : : 
HOUR OF DAY TOTAL] 1972 | 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 


ptoran  fuso Parr [ise [ase [av [an [os | os | 106 | ie | on | 


A.M. ; 
12:01. - 1:00 


1:01 - 2:00 


2:01 - 3:00 
3:01 - 4:00 


4:01 - 5:00 


5:01 - 6:00 
6:01 - 7:00 


7:01 - 8:00 


8:01 - 9:00 


9:01 - 10:00 


10:01 - 11:00 


11:01 - NOON 


P.M. 
12:01 - 1:00 


1:01 - 2:00 
2:01 - 3:00 


3:01 - 4:00 


4:01 - 5:00 


5:01 - 6:00 
6:01 - 7:00 


7:01.- 8:00 


8:01 - 9:00 
9:01 + 10:00 


10:01 ~ 11:00 


11:01 - MIDNIGHT 


11 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1972-1981 
BY MONTH ce, — 


MONTH TOTALF 1972 1973 | 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 1980 | 1981 
[roman ft,110 Puiv_[ ise [ase [120 | an | 
19 8 13 


129 
ae 7 4 5 11 


| 03 [os [toe [toe | or 
_ JANUARY 
FEBRUARY . 10 | 13 | 10 1 


MARCH u | 13 
APRIL 10 | 
MAY 11 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1972-1981 
BY DAY OF WEEK 


1977 | 1978 1979 1980 


1972 1973 1974 1975 


10 


gl 
13 


far feos tos} 106 aps 
MONDAY 19 17 22 7] a1 16 13 10 
TUESDAY 7 16 | il 17 22 15 11 18 9 13 
WEDNESDAY 15 11 18 17 11 


THURSDAY 24 25 25 


17 12 


FRIDAY 23 il 11. 16 


SATURDAY 25 20 16 


SUNDAY 12 12 10 


12 


Responding to disturbance 
calls (family quarrels, | 
man with a gun, etc.) 


Burglaries in progress or 
pursuing burglary suspects 
| 


Robberies in progress or 
pursuing robbery suspects. 


Attempting other arrests | 
(excludes burglary and 
robbery arrests) 


Civil disorders (mass 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 


Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 


investigating suspicious 
persons or circumstances 


Ambush (entrapment and 
premeditation) 


Ambush (unprovoked attack) 
: Mentally deranged 


Traffic pursuits and stops 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED — 


Circumstances at Scene of Incident _ 


1980 and 1981 


19 


117 


18 
15 


1980 = 104 KILLED 


13 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1981 
CIRCUMSTANCES BY TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 


Type of Assignment 
I 1-Officer Vehicle Foot Patrol Det., Spec. Assign, 
.2-Officer 


Circumstances at Scene 
of Incident 


Disturbance Calls (Family 
Quarrels, Man With Gun) 


é Burglaries in Progress or 
Pursuing Burglary Suspects 


4 ¢<JRobberies in Progress or 
’" / Pursuing Robbery Suspects 


\JAttempting Other Arrests 


Civil Disorders (Mass 
Disobedience, Riot, Etc. ) 


Handling, Transporting, 
Custody of Prisoners 


Investigating Suspicious 
Persons and Circumstances 


[Ambush (Entrapment and 
Premeditation) 


Ambush (Unprovoked Attack) 


Mentally Deranged 


Traffic Pursuits and Stops 


14 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1972-1981 
CIRCUMSTANCES BY TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 


. Type of Assignment 


1-Officer Vehicle Foot Patrol + Det., Spec. Assign.'] 
|} tone | Assisted Alone Assisted Assisted | Du 
a ee 


44 


Circumstances at Scene 
of Incident 


2-Officer 
Vehicle 


Disturbance Calls (Family 
Quarrels, Man With Gun) 


Burglaries in Progress or 
Pursuing Burglary Suspects 


Robberies in Progress or 
Pursuing Robbery Suspects 


‘Attempting Other Arrests 


Civil Disorders (Mass 
Disobedience, Riot, Etc, ) 


Handling, Transporting, 
Custody of Prisoners 


Investigating Suspicious 
Persons and Circumstances 


Ambush (Entrapment and 
Premeditation) 


Ambush (Unprovoked Attack) 


Mentally Deranged 


Traffic Pursuits and Stops 


“15 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


Circumstances at Scene of Incident 


1972-1981 


‘Responding to disturbance 
calls (family quarrels, 80 
man with a gun, etc.) 


Burglaries in progress or ; 42 
pursuing burglary suspects 


Robberies in progress or 120 
pursuing robbery suspects 84 


_ Attempting other arrests : 133 
(excludes arrests for 94 
Burglaries and Robberies) 


Civil Disorders (mass _ 3 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 


Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 


Investigating suspicious 
persons or circumstances 


Ambush (entrapment : 21 1972-1976[_]623KILLED 
and premeditation) 27 


| 1977-1981 [99487 KILLED 
Ambush 25 . 
meventunprovekedattack) 16 1972-1981 TOTAL KILLED 
1,110 
Handling mentally deranged 14 


persons 


Traffic pursuits and stops 


16 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1981 
POPULATION GROUP BY TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 


: Type of Assignment 


TOTAL 1-Officer Vehicle Foot Patrol Det., Spec. Assign. 
Off 
Duty 


Population Group of 
Victim Officer's 


2~-Officer 
Vehicle Alone Assisted Alone Assisted Alone Assisted 
Rel eee [me oe ee 


Cities Over 250, 000 6 1 4 
Group I 
100, 000 to 250, 000 2 2° 
Group Il 
50, 000. to 100, 000 2 1 
Group IV 
25, 000 to 50, 000 wets ee | 
4 zy 1 
7 1 en 
Rural. Counties 4 asin adees 
Suburban Counties 3 1 6 
State Agencies 5 3 tae 
Other U. S. Related : 
Territories 2 


Federal Agencies 


17 


PROFILE OF VICTIM.OF FICERS,. 1972-1981 | 


| Victiin Officers 
“TPOTAL 


Under 25 Years of Age... 


From 25 Through 30 Years of ARG i is aisha sce didanedeenus ? 


From 31 Through 40 Years of Age........... 


PEON eee eee mee mre eee w eterna seers onne 


i eh ee ee ee rr 


a ae ia ed a Ee a ee ee Oe Oe 


hiatal Se at ee OSC ee a Er Be wt Pa a a 


ia ee ee EAA a eT tO ey aT eo 


ia ee ee ee 


Hispanic Ethnicity*. 00... 0... cece cc ceceusecaveucncenens 


eoeesronen 


_|Non-Hispanic Ethnicity*,..................... ‘ss 


[Average Years of Law Enforcement. Service........... eee 


Less Than 1 Year of Service 


ee eo ee? J ) 


| From 1 to'5 Years of Service Bisvauatasete overs’ aa addanece ate palace dante 


From 5 Through 10 Years of Service... sipresGce tora arab eet lecece bigs 


i eS 


Sn ar en 12 


Pi chet Baio atea uaa besa uneaahes sui" | grain | 5101/2" 


Pindnadted Contes need ctekwaiine utente “fee ag 258 368 


seierai orate 6b d doa taivep eacerere eee 11 25 


*Data not available prior to 1980. 
**Data not available prior to 1974. 
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PROFILE OF PERSONS IDENTIFIED IN THE KILLING 
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, 1972-1981 


Persons Identified 


Under 18 Years of Age. ........, 


From 18 to 30 Years of Age 


oer er enee 


PPLE EES BOYS 0 SENSE. 9 a0) 9908 Wi lends e Sb, 6: 8 8 eM eacel'6 SALMO aCed eek ak 
BRP SEUS SETS BSS SP BI8- S99 509) O07 6 6ial 8) B16 4.leh'9 aoe “0ice tad 9 08. BUG WV8 ELON 
ie a eR Se Coe a 
Pb OR O86: 8188S 6 Foie 8S lo wig Oe 48. 4 .ec0r8 eee ae. 
a a he ae Re Re Or a ea we a ee 
i ea ec ea et ee ek re er ee 


ce ane ae ae OE ee Wey Set PC Bn a 


a a a ade Oe ar er ee 


Convicted on Prior Criminal Charge 


oe er 2 


Prior Arrest for Crime of Violence 


i os Comores eee 


Convicted on Criminal Charges--Granted Leniency. . 


ene eans 


On Parole or Probation at Time of Killing. 


Ce ee  Y 


2 eae 


Arrested on Prior Murder Charge 
Prior Arrest on Narcotic Drug Law Violation............... 


Prior Arrest for Assaulting Policeman or Resisting Arrest. . 


Prior Arrest for Weapons Violation 


i eo a rr 


*Data not available prior to 1980. 
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DISPOSITION OF PERSONS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
KILLING OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, 1970-1979 


Persons Identified 


Known Persons 


a 


Fugitives:.... 2.0... cece secu ee eee Sxaniiiatidad ol Soies wk 


Justifiably Killed 


i a 


Committed Suicide 


Si 


Arrested and Charged 


i i a 


Arrested and Charged. 


a 


Guilty of Murder. ...... 2... ccc ccc cccencceeasecceeueeuens 
Guilty of Lesser Offense 
Related to Murder 
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SUMMARIES OF INCIDENTS ~ 1981 


JANUARY 


Alabama 


After arresting a male for attempting 
to break into a residence, a Hurtsboro Police 
Department patrolman, aged 42, was killed at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. on January 27. The 
victim officer had over 7 years of law 
enforcement experience. Apparently, during 
a struggle which ensued as the officer was 
placing the offender in the patrol unit, the 
victim was disarmed of his -357-magnum service 
weapon and shot in his lower left side. The 
offender, aged 24, was apprehended a short 
time later’ and charged with the officer's 
murder, 


Arkansas 
Re AnS as 


The report of a missing person. led 
to the deaths of .a Fort Smith Police Department 
detective and three local residents. On 
January 5, a woman and her employer came to the 
police station to file a missing person 
report on the woman's husband. After taking 
the report, the detective followed the two 
to the couple's residence and advised the 
radio. dispatcher of his arrival at the 
dwelling. When the officer did not contact the 
station again, detectives at the department 
became concerned about his whereabouts and 
initiated an investigation. At approximately 
4:00 p.m., the following day, the bodies of the 
woman, her employer, and the detective were 
found on a farm near Van Buren. Investigation 
indicated that the detective, restrained with 
his own handcuffs, had been shot in the back of 
the head apparently with a -38-caliber handgun 
found under the three bodies. On the after- 
noon of January.7, the body of the woman's 
husband, the original missing person, was 
located in a recreation area approximately 
7 miles from the farm where the other three 
bodies were found. The previous day a 
37-year-old male had been arrested and charged 
with kidnaping and murder. Subsequently... he 
was found guilty of the murders and sentenced 
to death. The 33-year-old victim detective 
had served the law enforcement profession for 
over 4 years. 


Florida 


In the predawn hours of January 9, 
a Polk County Sheriff's Office deputy, aged 27, 
was shot and killed after responding to a 
reported gunpoint abduction. After locating 
a male suspect, the deputy. radioed his 
position, and two other deputies responded 
to assist. Upon arrival, they immediately 
encountered gunfire; and although the two 
officers were uninjured, the suspect escaped 
on foot. Following the shooting, the 
victim's body was found in a ditch near his 
patrol unit. It is believed that, before 
assistance arrived, the suspect overpowered 
the deputy and shot him three times at close 
range. The victim's .38-caliber service 
weapon had inflicted the fatal chest wound 
outside the area protected by his body. armor. 


The slain deputy had over 6 years of law 
enforcement experience. The suspect, aged 31, 
was later taken into custody and charged with 
the deputy's murder. 


Idaho 


In a remote area of Owyhee County, 
two officers with the Idaho Fish and Game 
Department were slain shortly before noon on 
January 5. Investigation indicates that while 
questioning a male regarding a suspected 
poaching violation, both officers were shot 
with a .357-magnum handgun and a .22-caliber 
rifle. One victim's body, with wounds in the 
head and chest, was recovered 2 days later 
from a nearby river. The body of the other 
was apparently transported from the area, and 
despite extensive search efforts, has not 
been located. One slain officer was 34 years 
of age with 3 years of service; the other, 
aged 50, had 25 years of experience. Law 
enforcement authorities have apprehended one 
suspect, aged 30. 


Indiana 


On January 2°at approximately 
6:20 p.m., two off-duty deputies with the 
Marion County Sheriff's Department were shot and 
killed while attempting to thwart a robbery at a 
clothing store. When witnesses outside the 
store observed a female employee run from the 
store and then be forced back inside by a 
male, they advised the police. One of the 
deputies, in. plainclothes working part time on 
patrol in a nearby residential area, heard the 
police dispatcher's radio broadcast, responded, 


.and advised the dispatcher of his arrival-on ; ‘ 


the scene. Unaware that two males had entered 
the store and announced a holdup, the deputy 
entered the rear of the shop and was shot in 
the head with a.32~caliber handgun. Almost 
simultaneously, the second deputy, who was 

in uniform working nearby as a private security 
guard, heard the radio broadcast and advised 
the dispatcher that he was responding to the 
scene. Upon arrival, this officer opened the 
front door of the store and observed an armed 
suspect. standing over. the body. of the murdered 
deputy. After an exchange of gunfire in which 
both were wounded, the second deputy returned 
to his vehicle to summon assistance. He was 
followed by the suspéct, who was now armed 
with ‘the slain deputy's + 38=caliber service 
weapon. During a second exchange of gunfire, 
the deputy was mortally wounded in the throat, 
and the 3l-year-old subject was killed. An 
alleged accomplice, aged 39, was arrested in 
Mississippi the following day. Both victim 
deputies were 28 years of age and had 7 years 
of law enforcement. service. 


Mississippi 

Following a chase at. speeds in 
excess of 100 miles per hour, a patrolman with 
the Heidelberg Police Department was shot and 
killed at approximately 2:30 p.m. on January 2, 
According to witnesses, the patrolman stopped 
the suspect vehicle, walked to the driver's 
side, and received a fatal -44-magnum handgun 
wound to the chest. As the patrolman was 
falling backward, he was able to fire his 
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service weapon once, but the Suspect escaped 
the scene. Shortly thereafter, a 35-year-old 
male was arrested and charged with murder. | 
The 28-year-old patrolman had been employed 
by the Heidelberg Police Department for 2 
weeks, 


While attempting to serve a civil 
commitment. warrant on a 48-year-old male, a 
lO~year veteran Montgomery County Sheriff's 
Office deputy was slain and the sheriff was 
wounded. At approximately 10:30 a.m. on 
January 12, the two officers arrived at the 
subject's residence and exited their vehicle. , 
As they approached the aQwelling, the subject 
walked around the corner of the house carrying 
a .22~caliber semiautomatic rifle. Knowing 
that he was about to be served with a lunacy 
warrant, the subject advised the sheriff and 
deputy that he would not go with them. 
Following this statement, the subject allegedly 
began firing the rifle at the officers, 
striking both with a total of nine bullets, 
from a distance of approximately 6 to 10 feet. 
The sheriff, who was wounded in the stomach 
and leg, managed to take cover under a vehicle 
and return gunfire. The 29-year-old deputy, 
felled by multiple gunshot wounds to the front 
upper torso, was dead at the scene. The ; 
subject fled on foot but was apprehended about 
45 minutes later by responding officers. He 
was charged with the deputy's murder and 
aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer. 


Missouri 


At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 
January 30, a 23-year-old deputy with the 
Grundy County Sheriff's Department was shot, 
and killed while doing a follow-up investi- 
gation on a disturbance complaint. The victim 
and a second deputy went to an apartment 
in Trenton to talk to individuals concerning 
a disturbance which had occurred earlier in 
the day. After the deputies arrived at the 
scene, they encountered one individual outside 
the apartment building. During the ensuing 
conversation, the individual asked if he could 
return to his apartment for a coat. The 
deputies. accompanied the male, and.-upon 
entering the apartment, the victim deputy was 
felled by one shot in the face from a 
-303~caliber rifle. -As the second deputy 
exited the building to summon assistance, he 
too was fired: upon. A 26~year~old male subject, 
who had been hiding inside the apartment, ran 
across the street, broke into another apartment, 
and took several people hostage, Approximately 
4 hours later, the subject was taken into 
custody and the hostages were released’ unharmed. 
The victim deputy had 2 years of law : 
enforcement service. 


New York 


A New York City 12-year veteran 
police officer, aged 36, was shot and killed 
shortly after midnight on January 12. . The 
off-duty officer, wearing civilian clothes, 
was in a local bar when three stocking-masked 
Males, brandishing firearms, entered the 
establishment and announced a holdup. After 
being ordered to move to the center of the 
room, the officer identified himself and moved - 
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toward one of the robbers who, in turn, fired 
upon him. The victim was hit in the head and 
in the arm by shots fired from a -32-caliber 
handgun. The subjects then fled the scene 

in a vehicle. Responding officers found the 
victim face up on the floor with his unfired 
service weapon beside him. -He was transported 
to the hospital and pronounced dead approxi- 
mately 20 minutes after his admittance, 
Through subsequent investigation, four males, 
aged 15, 16, 17, and 23, were arrested and 
charged in connection with the officer's 
murder. ; 


FEBRUARY 


Georgia 


At approximately 10:45 p.m. on. 
February 8, an Austell Police Department ; 
patrolman was shot and killed upon responding 
to a domestic disturbance call. After the 
24~year~-old patrolman and his partner arrived 
at. the scene and attempted to quell the 
disturbance, a vehicle containing two males 
arrived. Without warning, the two males 
exited the vehicle and allegedly began firing 
handguns at the officers. During the ensying 
exchange of gunfire, the victim patrolman 
received a fatal wound to the chest from a 
-38-caliber handgun; one 20-year-old assailant 
was killed; and the second, 44 years of age, 
was wounded. The victim patrolman's partner 
was not injured. The slain officer had served 
the law enforcement profession for l. year. 


Indiana 


; While attempting to apprehend two 
robbery suspects, a 37-year-old patrolman 
with the Bremen Police Department was killed 
at a roadblock on February 22 at approximately 
12:45 p.m. The patrolman established the 
roadblock with his patrol unit in an effort to 
stop the vehicle of two males who were being 
pursued by officers of the Walkerton Police 
Department and the Indiana State Police. As 
the suspects' vehicle approached the roadblock, 
the patrolman, who had exited his patrol unit, 
walked ‘to the front of his cruiser and drew ™ 
his service weapon. The speeding vehicle 
reportedly headed directly at the patrolman 
and he, in response, fired one shot at the 
vehicle and ran toward a ditch at the side of - 
the road. However, the suspects allegedly ~~ 
swerved toward the victim, striking and 
throwing him approximately 60 feet into a 
fence, The driver then lost control of the 
vehicle and crashed into a large fence post, 
Pursuing officers took the male suspects, 22 
and 18 years of age, into custody. The 8-year 
veteran patrolman: was transported by ambulance’ 
to a local hospital where he died shortly 
thereafter. 


New Mexico 


A Grant County Sheriff's Office 
deputy was shot and killed on February 28 after 
responding to a call reporting that a male 
armed with a rifle was prowling on private 
property in a remote wooded area of Pinos Altos. 
The call allegedly pertained to an ongoing 
domestic dispute among the male, his ex-wife, 


and her boyfriend; En-route to the 
complainant's. residence, the victim and two 
other ‘deputies, in separate patrol units, 
observed the male's vehicle parked on the 
shoulder of the highway out of sight of the - 
residence. The deputies proceeded to the 
-house where they interviewed the complainant 
and then réturned to the parked vehicle to 
search for the male. The victim and another 
deputy were standing in front of the male's 
vehicle scanning -the nearby area when a shot 
was fired, striking the victim in the chest. 
The other deputy returned gunfire and then 
transported the victim to a local hospital 
where he expired at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
After an extensive search, the ‘33-year-old 
male was apprehended the following day. 
Investigation indicated that the victim deputy 
was shot with a .303-caliber rifle froma 
distance of approximately 90 feet. ‘The 
38-year~old deputy had 5 years of law 
enforcement service. : 


Ohio 


On the evening of February 7, a 
lieutenant with the Washington County Sheriff's 
Department was slain in an ambush attack. The 
off-duty officer, locally known for his 
humerous lectures on drug abuse, was killed 
at his residence by an ‘unknown assailant 
firing a 12~gauge shotgun through the kitchen 
window. The 49-year-old lieutenant was 
fatally wounded in the head: He had served 
the law enforcement community for 12 years. 


Texas 


_ A report of criminal mischief led to 
the death of.a 31-year-old deputy constable - 
with the Nueces County Constable's Office on 
February 7. At approximately 3:00 a.m., the 
victim deputy and other officers arrived at 
the residence of two brothers to discuss a 
destruction-of-property complaint. . As the- 
officers stood oh the front porch of: the 
residence talking with the males, the brothers 
reportedly became abusive and suddenly pulled 
the victim deputy inside the house. ‘He was 
shot: at point-blank rangé with. a +22~caliber 
semiautomatic handgun. The. other officers 
jumped from the porch and an exchange of 
gunfire ensued for. several minutes. 
Subsequently, a 2l-year-old male was arrested 
and charged in connection with the deputy's - 
murder. ; 4 : 


i At approximately 2:00 a.m. on 
February 23, a Dallas Police Department officer 
was. fatally wounded while investigating a 
suspicious. vehicle parked near a lake. While 
the officer and his partner were on patrol, 
they observed. the darkened automobile and 
stopped to investigate. The victim's. partner 
approached the car and saw that. it contained 
a nude male and a female who was partially 
clothed. After this officer advised the 
couple that they should dress and leave the 
area, the victim approached the car and stood 
next to the left front tire. Without warning, 
the male exited the passenger side of the . 
vehicle and allegedly began firing a -32-caliber 
handgun, striking the victim in the head. As 
the male ran: toward the lake, the partner 


returned.gunfire and apprehended the 
20-year-old subject at the scene. The 
24-year-old victim officer, who had over 

2. years of law enforcement service, succumbed 
to his wound at a local hospital 2 days later. 


MARCH 
Arkansas 


After effecting a traffic stop of a 
vehicle: containing two males suspected of being 
intoxicated, the West Fork Chief of Police was 
shot and killed at approximately 10:50 p.m. on 
March 20. As the officer approached the stopped 
vehicle, a 27-year-old male passenger exited 
the car, apparently distracting the officer's 
attention from the driver. The officer 
reportedly ordered the passenger back into the 
automobile, and while nearing the driver's 
door, was shot from a distance of about 8 feet 
with a .44-magnum handgun wielded by the 
driver, a 53-year-old male. Although hit in 
the leg and chest, the victim managed to 
return fire, seriously injuring the driver. 
Four days later, the Passenger, who had 
escaped the scene on foot, was fatally shot: 
in an exchange of gunfire with a Fayetteville 
police officer. Subsequently, the driver 
was convicted and sentenced to death for - . 
murder. The victim officer, who was 38 years 
old, had 7 years of law enforcement experience, 


While attempting to arrest a fugitive 
wanted for the March 22 murder of an area 
resident, a 38-year-old patrolman with the 
Conway Police Department was slain. On 
March 24, the mother of the Suspect telephoned 
the victim patrolman and advised him that her 
son desired to surrender. At approximately ~ 
2:45 p.m., the 10-year veteran officer entered 
the mother's residence and waited for the 
fugitive to appear. Approximately 5 minutes 
later, the 29-year-old male allegedly entered 
the house, spoke to the officer, produced a 
-38-caliber handgun, and shot the victim in’ 
the head. The subject then ran outside the - 
dwelling and ‘unsuccessfully attempted suicide 
with the murder weapon. 


Colorado 


A 24-year-old patrolman with’ the 
Colorado. Springs Police Department was. stabbed 
to death on March 27. The victim officer, who 
was off duty, telephoned the police dispatcher 
at approximately 11:00 p.m. requesting ; 
assistance in handling a neighborhood ; 
disturbance. Responding officers found the 
victim patrolman suffering froma stab wound 
to. the chest which had severed the aorta 
artery. A male suspect, aged 28, was 
subsequently arrested and charged with the. 
murder of the victim officer, who had 1 year ‘of 
law enforcement service. 


Ambushed in the predawn hours of 
March 28, a Denver Police Department patrol- 
woman was killed after she finished her work 
shift. The victim officer, while. still in 
uniform, was parking her personal. car at her’ 
residence when an unidentified individual, who 
apparently was lying in wait, shot her once-in 
the head with a handgun, believed. to have been. 
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a .38 caliber. The perpetrator fled the scene, 
possibly with the officer's service weapon. 
The 24-year-old victim officer had 6 months 

of law. enforcement experience, 


Florida 


: A 21-year-old patrolman with the 
Frostproof Police Department was slain while 
responding to a silent alarm at a local 
savings and loan around noon on March 5. The 
victim officer, while parking his marked police 
cruiser near a rear door of the bank, was 
shot in the left temple with a handgun, caliber 
unknown. The unidentified male subjects fled ~ 
the area in a bank employee's vehicle and 
remain at large. The victim patrolman had 2 
years of law. enforcement service. . 


Maryland 


A 9-year veteran officer with the 
Montgomery County Department of Police was 
shot and killed at approximately 7:00 a.m. 
on March 27 after responding to a burglar 
alarm at.a department store in Silver Spring. 
Upon his arrival at the store, the 33-year-old 
officer was joined by the assistant store 

Manager and an alarm company security officer, 
The three entered the store and proceeded to 
a locked office containing two safes. After 
entering the room, the victim vas shot at 
close range by a suspect util.szing a 
-38-caliber handgun. A secon: suspect then 
appeared and shot the security officer twice in 
the chest, killing him. After the assistant 
manager, also severely wounded; was, forced 
to open the two safes, the victim officer was 
then struck several times about the head@ and 
shot a second time. He suffered gunshot 
wounds to the back of the head and the left 
shoulder. The burglary suspects fled the 
shooting scene with approximately $7,000 in 
cash and the victim's service weapon, 
Following an extensive investigation, five 
males--two aged 29 and the others aged 25, 23, 
and 22--were arrested and charged with the 
murders. . 


Mississippi 

During the late afternoon of March 8, 
a 37-year-old reserve deputy with the De Soto 
County Sheriff's Department was killed after 
responding to a domestic disturbance complaint 
at a local residence. The victim officer was 
the first to arrive on the scene where he was 
confronted by a male wielding a .38-caliber 
handgun. Although ordered to put his weapon 
‘down, ‘the male shot the officer three times 
in the chest and shoulder from a distance of 
approximately 12. to 15 feet. The deputy, a 
law enforcement officer for 3 years, died 
instantly from his wounds. After barricading 
himself in his. residence and refusing to 
surrender to other responding officers, the 
73-year-old subject committed suicide. 


Virginia 
ple 


. On March 20 at approximately 
11:00 a.m., a patrolman with the Newport News 
Police Department was shot and killed. While 
off duty and working as a plainclothes security 
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officer in a local discount store, the victim 
officer observed a shoplifting. The suspected 
thief exited the store and was followed by 

the victim, who stopped him about a block from 
the building, After returning to the store, 
the victim and suspect began. scuffling with the 
suspect producing a .22~caliber handgun and 
shooting the victim three times in the chest. 
The unidentified assailant escaped the scene 
and remains at large. The 32-year-old 
patrolman had 8 years of law enforcement 
service. : ; 


APRIL 
Florida 


On April 11, a trooper with the 
Florida Highway Patrol was slain at approxi- 
mately 2:15 p.m. while attempting to apprehend 
an escaped convict in Jacksonville. After 
failing to locate the prison escapee in a- 
wooded area around.a mobile home, the trooper, 
accompanied by the owner, began a search of 
the dwelling. As they entered the residence, 
they reportedly observed the escapee changing 
clothes. In the ensuing gun battle, the victim 
officer was shot in the chest and stomach with 
a .30-06 semiautomatic rifle, and the property 
owner received fatal wounds to the back and 
stomach. The 35-year-old subject fled on foot 
to a nearby residence where he allegedly took 
a woman and her infant hostage. Following 
negotiations with law enforcement authorities, 
the suspect released his hostages and 
surrendered. The 35-year-old trooper had 
over 10 years of law enforcement service. 


Mississippi 


Upon responding to a disturbance call, 


a Jackson Police Department patrolman, 29 years 


of age with over 4 years of law enforcement 
service, was slain in the late evening of 
April 13. When he and his partner arrived 

at a local lounge, they encountered a 
58-year-old male who alleged he was guarding 
the place and then reportedly fired two 

rounds from a 12-gauge shotgun. The first.:— ; 
round struck the victim officer in the stomach, 
spinning him around, and the second round 

hit him in the baok. Returning: gunfire, the 
victim's partner wounded the subject. in the 
chest and took him into custody... ese 


Tennessee 


On April 4 at approximately 
11:15 p.m., a Columbia Police Department 
patrolman, with over 7 years of law enforcement 
experience, was shot and killed after he 
radioed that he was stopping a speeding 
vehicle. Unbeknown to the 34-year-old victim 
officer, the two occupants had robbed a fast- 
food establishment just minutes prior to 
being stopped. Apparently, the victim became 
suspicious when he spotted the restaurant's 
night depository bag in the rear of the 
automobile. ‘Investigation indicated that the 
victim attempted to place the two males, 17 
and 19 years of age, under arrest. When the 
victim handcuffed the arm of one of the 
subjects, a scuffle ensued, and the victim's 
-38-caliber service weapon fell to the ground. 


Shortly thereafter, another responding officer 
discovered the victim had been shot once in 
the neck and three times in the body with 

his own handgun. Within hours, the two 
subjects were taken into custody and 
subsequently charged with murder and armed 
robbery. ‘ 


MAY 


California 


A 34-year-old sergeant with the 
Lake County Sheriff's Department was shot and 
killed at approximately 12:30 a.m. on May 2 
after stopping to investigate a suspicious — 
vehicle parked on the shoulder of a highway. 
The sergeant advised the radio dispatcher 
of his location, and when he failed to respond 
to the dispatcher'’s return call minutes later, 
a second patrol unit was dispatched to the 
scene. The responding officer found the 
sergeant dead from .357-magnum handgun wounds 
to the head. and back. The sergeant's service 
weapon and marked patrol-unit were missing. 
Two officers in an additional backup unit en 
route to the scene observed the sergeant's 
cruiser pass them and initiatea pursuit. After 
crashing the stolen cruiser, the two suspects-- 
a male, aged 38, and a female, aged 31--engaged 
the pursuing officers ina gun battle during 
which the male suspect was wounded. Shortly 
thereafter, both suspects were taken into 
custody and charged with the sergeant's murder. 
The victim sergeant had served the law 
enforcement profession for over 13 years, 


After responding to a silent alarm 
at a local bank, a Redwood City Police 
Department detective sergeant was shot and 
killed at approximately 12:15 p.m. on May 8, 
At the bank, a 36-year-old male had entered, 
sat down in front of a-desk located in a 
corner, produced a handgun, and demanded money 
from an employee sitting at the desk. This 
employee was able to pass a coded message to 
another: employee who informed the bank manager 
and activated the silent alarm. The 39-year-old 
sergeant,. the first officer to. arrive-at-the. . 
scene, entered the front door of the bank. 
Witnesses indicated that the sergeant walked 
up. behind the male, identified himself as a 
“police officer, and asked the male what he was 
doing at- the--bank; Immediately, the male 
jumped. up and began struggling with the 
sergeant. During the scuffle, the sergeant 
was. fatally wounded in the face and chest by 
the subject wielding a .38-caliber handgun. 

As the subject turned to flee, he was shot and 
killed: by a responding officer. The victim 
sergeant was an 8-year law enforcement veteran, 


Connecticut 


On May 31 at approximately 3:30 a.m., 
a patrolman with the Darien Police Department 
was found mortally wounded after being 
dispatched ‘to a local restaurant where a 
silent burglary alarm had been activated, 
Investigation indicates that the patrolman 
arrived on the scene and parked his patrol 
unit in the parking lot of the restaurant. 
After the patrolman exited his vehicle and 
walked around the corner of the building to a 


side door of the restaurant, an unknown 
subject crashed through the door and 
confronted him. An exchange of gunfire 
occurred, and the officer was shot in the 
chest with a handgun believed to be either a 
+357 magnum or .38 caliber. The subject 
escaped the scene and has not been apprehended. 
The 34-year-old patrolman had 7 years of law 
enforcement service. 


Florida 


A sniper attack occurring on May 23 
at approximately 1:15 a.m. resulted in the 
death of a Jacksonville Sheriff's Office 
patrolman. The victim patrolman was leaving 
the scene of a domestic disturbance with two 
other officers in separate patrol units when 
he was fired upon by a Sniper. The bullet, 
fired from a .30-30 rifle, entered the : 
windshield of the cruiser, ricocheted off 
the steel security cage, and struck the 
patrolman in the left side of the head. A 
31-year-old male was apprehended shortly after 
the incident. The 29-year-old patrolman, 
who had 6 years of law enforcement service, 
succumbed to his wound the following evening. 


Missouri 


An officer with the St. Louis County 
Police Department died on May 17 from gunshot 
wounds received during an attempted robbery 
the previous morning. The off-duty officer, 
accompanied by his 1ll-year-olda daughter, had 
gone to a local liquor store. After .completing 
his purchases and exiting the store, the 
officer was allegedly confronted by a 
32-year~old male armed with a - 38~-caliber 
handgun.’ Reportedly, the male demanded the 
officer's wallet, and after observing the 
police badge in it, shot the officer twice in 
the chest and once in the side. ‘The officer 
returned gunfire wounding the subject in the 
back. Shortly after the shooting, the subject 
was apprehended at a local hospital along with: 
a female suspect,.. 20 years of age. The 
46-year-old officer had served the law 
enforcement profession -for-18 years, 


New York 
eee Ronee 


After stopping a van suspected. of 
béing uséd in a series of burglaries, two ~ 
New York City Police Department officers were 
shot on April 16 at approximately 10:30 p.m. 
While on patrol, the officers observed the van 
and initiated a traffic stop. Immediately, 
two males exited the van, ran up to the patrol 
unit, and emptied their 9-~millimeter handguns, 
containing 15 rounds each, into the officers' 
vehicle. The victim officer -was hit twice 
in the head and succumbed to his wounds on 
May 1. His partner was struck by 13 rounds, 
3.in the back and 10 in the left thigh, but 
survived. .The 41-year-old victim was a 
13-year veteran of law enforcement. ‘Two 
Suspects, aged 31 and 40, have been arrested 
in connection with the incident. 


At approximately 1:40 a.m. on May 4, 
a lieutenant with the New York City Housing 
Authority Police Department was shot and-killed 
during an armed robbery of a local tavern, 
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The 42-year-old lieutenant, off duty and in 
civilian clothes, was seated at the bar talking 
with a friend. Three males entered the 
establishment and one announced a holdup while 
the other two displayed handguns. The 
lieutenant exchanged gunfire with the 
perpetrators and was shot at close range in 
the chest with a .38-caliber handgun. 
Subsequently, four males, two aged 26 and one 
each aged 27 and 36, were arrested and charged 
with the lieutenant's murder. The lieutenant 
had 15 years of law enforcement service, 


North Carolina 


: On the morning of May 28, the body of 
a Jacksonville Police Department detective 
was found in a river. The detective had been 
scheduled for a court appearance that morning, 
and when he failed to report at the appointed 
time, a search was instituted. His unmarked 
patrol vehicle was located near the river in 
the downtown area of the city. Approximately 
300 yards from the vehicle, his badge, police 
radio, and flashlight were discovered under a 
bridge. Subsequently, the river was dragged 
and his body was located. The 38-year~old 
detective's hands had been secured behind his 
back with his own handcuffs. He had over 4 
years of law enforcement service, 


Pennsylvania 


A 35-year-old patrolman with the 
Philadelphia Police Department was shot during 
the evening hours of May 7 after handling a 
‘tenant~landlord dispute at a local high-rise 
housing project. While seated inside their 
patrol unit, the victim officer and his 


partner were in the process of completing their 


report when they were fired upon. The shots 
are believed to have been fired from the high- 
rise building. The victim officer, who had 
over 9 years of law enforcement service, was 
shot in the head with a .22-caliber bolt-action 
rifle and subsequently died ina local hospital 
on May 10. An 18-year-old suspect, who was not 
involved in the dispute at the project, was 
taken into custody shortly after the incident 
and charged with the shooting. 


Tennessee 


; o. A S3-year-old lieutenant with the 
Memphis Police Department was shot and killed 
during the early morning. hours of May 12. 

The 22-year veteran officer was responding to 
a disturbance call at a housing project when 
he apparently encountered an individual 
causing a disturbance while walking down the 
Street, Reportedly, as the lieutenant 
attempted to take the suspect into custody, a 
struggle. ensued during which the victim was 
knocked to the ground. ‘The lieutenant was then 
disarmed and shot once in the head with his 
own .357-magnum service weapon killing him 
instantly. A 32-year-old male suspect was 
arrested two days later ina nearby town where 
he allegedly killed.a Catholic priest with 

the victim officer's service weapon. The 
suspect was identified as a prison escapee 

who had been convicted of murder. 
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‘skull. 


Texas 


On May 19 at approximately 3:00 a.m., 
a 23-year-old patrol officer with the. McAllen 
Police Department was slain while responding to 
a silent burglar alarm at a women's clothing 
store, The victim officer was first to arrive 
on the scene, and upon observing a lone suspect, 
pursued him on foot into a nearby residential 
area. When the victim officer attempted to , 
handcuff the suspect, a struggle ensued during 
which the suspect allegedly drew a - 22~caliber 
derringer and fired twice at the victim. The 
first shot missed, but the second caused a 
contact wound to the base of the officer's 
The male then fled thé scene with. the 
victim's service weapon. Approximately 3 hours: 
later, a 30-year-old suspect was taken into © 
custody without incident anda charged with 
capital murder. The murder weapon and victim's 
service weapon were recovered. The victim, 
who wore a protective vest when attacked, had 
over 2 years of Law enforcement experience. 


JUNE — 
Alabama 


In the early evening hours: of 
June 12, a Maplesville Police Department 
patrolman was struck and killed by a speeding 
vehicle that crashed through a roadblock. As 
they were patrolling, the victim officer and 
his partner relayed the description of a 
weaving automobile and the number of its 
occupants to the dispatcher. Although the 
pair lost sight of the car, other officers who 
joined in the pursuit advisea the two that it 
had been located and was headed ‘in their 
direction at a high rate of speed. Attempting 
to escape, the offender allegedly drove 
through a roadblock that-had been set up, hit 


‘the victim patrolman, proceeded approximately 
‘500 yards before letting out two female 


occupants of the car, and then continued on, 
driving in excess of 90 miles per. hour. 
Ignoring the lights and sirens of pursuing 


. police, the driver reportedly dia not stop 


until a bullet fired from one officér's weapon - 
struck a tire causing him to lose control of: 
the automobile and crash. A 24-year-old 

male was arrested and charged with murder 

and reckless driving. The 31-year-old 

victim. officer, who..was wearing.a.protective. 
vest at the time of the incident, had less 

than a year's law enforcement experience. 


American Samoa 
ae moa. 


: While attempting to stop a fight at 
a local nightclub in Pago Pago, a patrolman 
with the American Samoa Department of Public 
Safety was beaten to death. At approximately _ 
1:00 a.m. on June 21; the patrolman responded ~ 
to a disturbance call at the establishment ; 
and. was attacked from behind by a male wielding 
a metal pipe. Subsequently, a 20-year-old 
Male was convicted and sentenced to 20 years! 
imprisonment in connection with the incident. 
The 43-year-old patrolman had 2 years of law 
enforcement service. It should be noted that "- 
officers with the American Samoa Department My 
of Public Safety do not carry firearms. 


California 


Two officers with the San Diego 
Police Department were slain while handling 
a neighborhood disturbance during the late 
afternoon of June 6. The first officer 
arriving at the residence of the male causing 
the disturbance parked his patrol unit and 
spoke briefly to the man who cursed the officer 
and refused to leave the dwelling. When the 
second officer arrived, he was briefed by the 
first in front of the residence. Unbeknown to 
the two officers, the 39~year~old male, armed 
with a .30-06 semiautomatic rifle, exited a 
rear door of the house and opened fire on them, 
Although the first officer, aged 32, was 
wearing a protective vest, he received a fatal 
wound to the heart. The second officer, 
aged 34, was able to return gunfire before 
being felled by a nonfatal wound to the head. 
Also wounded, the assailant briefly went 
inside his house to bandage his arm, but 
returned to take the .38-caliber service 
weapon of the first officer and shoot the 
second officer in the back, killing him. After 
again retreating to his house, the assailant 
engaged responding officers in a gun battle 
from the front and rear of his residence. 
The male fired approximately 100 rounds from 
various weapons including the 30-06 rifle, 
a .30-caliber M~1 carbine, a -22-caliber rifle, 
and a .38-caliber handgun before he was killed 
by a SWAT officer. Both victim officers had 
2 years of law enforcement service, 


After responding to a domestic 
disturbance. call at a local residence, a 
30-year-old Oakland Police Department officer 
with over. 9 years of service was slain on 
June 27 in a gun battle with a 25-year-old 
male. At approximately 6:00 p.m., the victim 
and a second officer arrived at the scene in 
Separate patrol units and were advised by the 
male's girlfriend that he had fled the area 
on foot after firing a handgun into the air 
several times. The officers, in their 
respective patrol units, began-a search for 
the man. The victim officer located him and 
the--two-were seen-talking in ‘the middle of “a 
nearby street. As the second officer arrived, 
‘he observed the subject turn away from the 
victim, draw a -357-magnum handgun from inside 
his trousers, and begin firing at the victim 
who was able to return gunfire. The second 
officer exited his patrol unit and also fired 
at the. subject, killing him. The victim 
officer was wearing a protective vest but 
received a fatal gunshot wound to the head. 


Colorado 


; ' “A 26-year-old Aurora Police 
Department officer was slain with her own 
service weapon during the early morning of 
June 27, After making a traffic stop, the 
victim officer radioed for a prisoner trans-~ 
portation. vehicle and backup assistance. A 
civilian, who was monitoring police radio 
frequencies, stopped to assist the victim and 
observed her struggling with a male. The man 
subsequently disarmed the victim officer of 
her .357-magnum service weapon, shot her in 

“the shoulder and head, and wounded the civilian 
in the back. The 30-year-old assailant fled 


- before. 


the scene but was apprehended shortly 
thereafter with the victim's handcuffs attached 
to one hand. It was later determined that 

he was wanted for murder in Texas. While in 
custody, the subject later committed suicide 

by hanging himself. 


New Jersey 


‘ ‘A 59-year-old Deputy Chief with the 
Essex County Sheriff's Department was slain 
during a robbery attempt on June 9, At 
approximately 11:00 P-m., the off-duty officer 
was reportedly entering his own vehicle when 


‘he was accosted by two males attempting to ‘rob 


him. During the course of the robbery,. the 
Males became aware that the victim was a 
police officer and shot him three times in 
the chest and abdomen. — The victim, who was a 
33-year veteran of law enforcement, was, able 
to draw his service weapon and fire one shot 
before collapsing. Two suspects, aged 17 and 
20, were subsequently arrested and charged 
with homicide. 


Tennessee 


On June 10, an auxiliary deputy 
sheriff with the Anderson County Sheriff's 
Department was slain. At approximately 
7:45 p.m., the victim deputy and his partner 
were dispatched to handle a domestic 
disturbance at a dwelling in a rural area. 

As the two officers approached the house, a 
39-year-old male, armed with a »44-magnum rifle 
and holding an infant, exited the house and 
ordered the officers to put down their weapons 
or he would shoot the child.. As the victim 
deputy attempted to run around a corner of 

the house, he was fatally shot in the back, 
but the other officer escaped unharmed. The 
subject then fled into a nearby wooded area 
where he wes killed when he pointed the rifle | 
at other officers searching for him. Prior to 
the attack, the 49-year-old deputy with 5 
years of law enforcement service had testified 
against the subject ina Yobbery trial 
resulting in his conviction. The subject had 
been réleased from prison earlier that day.” 


West Virginia 


On June 26, a lieutenant and patrol- 
man with the Charleston Police Department were 
slain while attempting to take an assault 
suspect into custody. At approximately 
2:30 a.m., the two officers in separate patrol 
units, stopped.a vehicle containing two 
individuals, one of whom was wanted for 
questioning in an assault occurring minutes 
The patrolman had the driver exit 
the stopped vehicle and was questioning him 
while the lieutenant was talking to the 
passenger who remained seated in the vehicle. 
The passenger, who was the assault suspect, 
became uncooperative and the patrolman 
proceeded to the passenger side of the car to 
assist the lieutenant. Without warning, the 
passenger allegedly exited the vehicle firing 
a .38-caliber handgun and hit both officers 
in the chest. The victim patrolman, aged 32 
with over 3 years of law enforcement servicé, 
died. at the scene. The 33-year veteran 
lieutenant, aged 61, succumbed to his wounds 
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nearly 2 hours later in a local hospital. 
Although the two individuals fled the shooting 
scene, a 22-year-old male suspect surrendered 
later that evening and was charged with two 
counts of murder. . : ; 


JULY 
Florida 


. On the evening of July 24, a 
38-year-old detective with the Tampa Police 
Department was slain during a narcotics raid 
at a local residence. After reportedly 
completing negotiations for the purchase of 
approximately 50 pounds of marijuana, an 
undercover officer activated an electronic 
transmitting device alerting backup officers 
to enter the dwelling. Wearing dark blue 
raid jackets marked "POLICE" and announcing 
their identity, the victim detective and two 
other officers were the first to go inside 
the residence. As they entered, gunfire 
immediately erupted from the bedroom where the 
transaction was taking place. The shooting 
spree left the detective dead froma shot to 
the chest and another officer and one suspect 
wounded. All shots were fired allegedly by 
a 28-year-old male armed with a .38-caliber 
handgun. Investigation determined that no 
shots were fired by any officer participating 
in the raid. The shooting suspect as well 
as four others, aged 47, 37, 28, and 20, 
were subsequently taken into custody and 
charged with the murder of the victim 
detective, who had 8 years of law enforcement 
service. 


Iowa 


Shortly before midnight on July 12, two 
27 and 28 years of age, 


Waterloo police officers, 
responded to a complaint of loud music being 
played at a local residence. 
the: officers encountered approximately a dozen 
individuals sitting on an open porch or standing 
nearby and requested that the music be turned 
off for the night. When the officers returned 
to their patrol. unit, the verbal abuse £rom.. 

the crowd grew to the point that the two 
summoned a backup unit and advised they were 
taking the perpetrators into custody. According 
to witnesses, a struggle ensued during which a 
27-year-old subject allegedly obtained a 
possession of the one officer's -357-caliber 
service weapon and shot him in the kidney area. 
Reportedly, the male then turned his attention 
to the second officer, who was attempting to 
subdue another member of the crowd, and shot 
him twice in the chest. Within minutes, 
responding officers discovered both victims 
mortally-wounded. After an intensive search, 
the suspect was apprehended and charged with 

the officers' deaths. One of the officers had 


served the law enforcement community for almost 


7 years; the other, over 5 years. 
Kansas 


After stopping-an automobile for 
speeding near El Dorado, a 47-year~old trooper 
with the Kansas Highway Patrol was slain at 
approximately 8:00 p.m. on July 11. As he 
approached the car, the trooper was shot in 
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Upon their arrival, 


the neck and chest with a -357-magnum handgun. 
The assailant then took the victim's service 
weapon and fled the area. However, two 
motorists arriving on the scene had observed 
the suspect vehicle leaving and relayed a 
description of it to police authorities. 
Shortly thereafter, Wichita police officers 
pursued and stopped a suspect. Although 
wounded in an ensuing gun battle, a 23-year-old 


“male was taken into custody and charged with 


the 22-year veteran trooper's murder. 


Maryland 


At approximately 11:45 p.m. on ; 
July 20, a Baltimore Police Department officer, 
28 years of age, was handling a traffie 
accident in a downtown area when he was 
attacked and killed. A 21-year-old. male 
allegedly came out of the crowd that had 
gathered at the accident site, grabbed the 
officer from behind, and threw him to: the 
ground. Reportedly, he then took the victim's 
-38~caliber service weapon and at point-blank 
range shot the officer in the head and abdomen. 
During the attack, no one emerged from the 
crowd to assist the officer. The suspect 
was arrested about 5 hours later and charged 
with murder. The victim officer had over 7 
years of law enforcement experience. 


AUGUST 
California 


A 32-year-old investigator with the 
Sacramento County District Attorney's Office 
was killed on the morning of August 1 when he 
and his partner attempted. to serve a 
misdemeanor warrant on a male for failure to 
provide support for his ex-wife. When -the two 
arrived at the male's residence, he refused 
to open his door and the officers forced their - 
way into the apartment. A gun battle 
immediately erupted during which the ; 
investigator was shot in the arm anda upper 
body with a .357-magnum handgun. His. partner. 
sustained wounds to his arm and stomach and : 
was. hospitalized... The. assailant, 38 years. of. 
age, died at the scene of the incident. The 
victim investigator had served the law 
enforcement community for 7 years. 


Indiana 


On August 11, a Gary Police : 
Department lieutenant, with 29 years of law 
enforcement service, was killed after 
responding to a robbery-in-progress call ata 
local bank. The first officer to arrive at 
the bank, the 57-year-old lieutenant heard a 
gunshot, exited his patrol unit, and positioned 
himself behind the cruiser. Within seconds, . 
three armed suspects exited the bank building 
and engaged the victim in a gun battle. 
Although the lieutenant was mortally injured 
with wounds tothe abdomen, chest, and arm, 


-he was able to return gunfire before 


collapsing. As he lay on the ground, one of. 
the males allegedly approached the officer, 
fired a .44-magnum handgun into his chest, and 
took his service weapon. The three suspects 
then fled the scene in a stolen automobile. 


‘Responding police units gave chase, and in-a 


subsequent gun battle with the pursuing 
police officers, two suspects were wounded 
before crashing their car into another 
vehicle. Three males, aged 32, 29, and 26, 
were taken into custody and charged with 
the lieutenant's murder. Numerous weapons 
and all the money taken in the robbery 
were recovered from the suspects’ vehicle. 


Kentucky . a 


' In a remote area of Edmonson County, 
a 34-year-old Kentucky State Police detective 
was slain during the early afternoon of 

August 7. The 12-year veteran officer and his 
partner were searching for a marijuana crop 
behind an abandoned farm house when a 

male emerged from a tent and allegedly fired at 
the officers with a .30-caliber semiautomatic 
rifle. The detective was struck three times. 
Both officers returned fire, but the suspect 
escaped the scene. Due to the remote location, 
the detective bled to death from internal 
injuries while awaiting evacuation from the 
area. A 39-year-old male, who had prior 
arrests for narcotics violations, was later 
arrested and charged with murder. 


Massachusetts 


; At approximately 10:45 p.m. on 

August 13, a Holliston patrolman was killed with 
his own service weapon while attempting to 

take a suspect into custody. The 3l-year-old 
patrolman observed a reportedly stolen vehicle 
containing two males and called for backup 
assistance. After stopping the car, the victim 
ordered the males to exit and place their 

hands on the roof of the vehicle. While the 
patrolman was awaiting assistance, the suspects 
fled the scene on foot. ‘The 7-year veteran 
officer pursued one of the males into an area 
surrounded by buildings where he was disarmed 
of his .357-magnum service weapon and shot 
twice. He died of a chest wound during surgery 
a short time later. A 22-year-old male on whom 
several-arrest warrants were outstanding was 
arrested and charged with the victim's murder. 


Minnesota 


A 59-year~old patrolman with the 
Minneapolis Police Department was slain on the 
evening of August 25 while investigating a 
suspicious vehicle containing three males. 
Upon arriving in a residential area, the 18-year 
veteran officer observed the vehicle and 
requested backup assistance. Prior to the 
arrival of a second police vehicle, the 
patrolman exited his patrol unit and approached 
the stopped car. While the officer conversed 
with one of the occupants, the driver suddenly 
exited the vehicle and allegedly shot the 
victim several times in the chest with a 
-357-magnum handgun. As the victim lay on the 
ground, he was shot once more in the back. 
Although he was rushed to a hospital, the 
officer succumbed to his wounds shortly 
thereafter. Three suspects were apprehended 
after an extensive manhunt; the alleged 
shooter; aged 22, was charged with the 
patrolman's murder,: : 2 


Tennessee Ir 


: On August 5, a 43-year-old lieutenant 
with the Memphis Police Department was slain 
after responding to a silent alarm at a local 
fast-food. restaurant. Upon arriving at the 
scene at approximately 10:30 p.m., the 
lieutenant observed a male and some cleaning 
equipment inside the establishment. The male 
is believed to have waved to the officer when 
he approached. Apparently believing the alarm 
had been accidentally tripped by a member of 
a cleaning crew, the lieutenant radioed a 
discontinue call to the police dispatcher and. 
then entered the restaurant to converse with 
the man. A second officer, who was very near. 
the scene when the call was canceled, decided 
to continue and entered the parking lot to see 
the male exit the restaurant followed closely 
by the lieutenant. When the male attempted 
to flee, he was grabbed by the lieutenant, a 
scuffle ensued, and the backup officer went .to 
the lieutenant's aid. During the struggle, 
the male allegedly produced a .45-caliber 
semiautomatic handgun and shot the second 
officer, knocking him to the ground. The 
lieutenant, a 20-year veteran, was then shot 
in the chest. Although mortally injured, he 
was able to draw his service weapon and 
return gunfire. The male escaped, but 
responding officers later arrested a 27-year-old 
Suspect who was hiding in underbrush a short 
distance away; he was subsequently charged 
with the lieutenant's murder. The backup 


officer recovered from a shoulder wound, 


SEPTEMBER 
Florida 


An officer with the Miami Police 
Department was slain on September 2: at approxi-~ 
mately 9:45 a.m. While on patrol, the victim: 
officer and his partner observed three males 
in a vehicle going the wrong way on a one-way 
street. The officers followed the auto into 
a nearby apartment complex where both vehicles. 
Stopped. Before the officers could exit their 
unit, the ‘three males fled on foot; While” 
pursuing two of them, the victim officer was 
fired upon with a + 38-caliber handgun and 
was fatally wounded in the chest. A 24-year-old 
Male was subsequently arrested and charged with 
first-degree murder, The victim officer had 9 
months of law enforcement service.: 


Missouri 


During the early morning hours of 
September 30, a 48-year-old sergeant with 
the Wellston Police Department was Slain. 
While on patrol, the sergeant was apparently 
responding to an alarm ata ‘local factory 
when he observed a burglary of a liquor store 
in progress. The victim had exited his patrol 
unit and was conversing with one of the - 
suspects when a second suspect. allegedly 
approached the 14-year veteran and shot him 
once in the chest with a .38-caliber handgun. 
Other officers responding to the scene observed 
the victim lying in the street and- two suspects 
fleeing. Three suspects were arrested in 
connection with this murder. 
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Tennessee 


On September 25, the Lexington Chief 
of Police was slain as he attempted to talk an 
armed suspect into surrendering. At approxi- 
mately 1:00 a.m., officers of the Lexington 
Police Department responded to a local 
residence where a male subject was reportedly 
holding a female hostage at gunpoint. At the 
request of the male, the Chief went to the 
scene and was able to secure the release of - 
the hostage following an hour of negotiations. 
After accompanying the hostage to safety, the 
Chief moved his patrol unit directly in front 
of the residence, removed his shirt, and then 
approached the male who was on the front steps 
of the dwelling. As the Chief was completing 
a full-circle turn to show he was unarmed, 
he was shot once in the chest with a 
bolt-action +410-gauge shotgun, Other officers 
at the scene returned gunfire wounding. the 
28-year-old suspect who was then taken into 
custody. The 40-year-old Chief had nearly 
3, years of law enforcement experience. 


Texas 


Separate traffic stops on September 29 
resulted in the deaths of two officers--a 
trooper with the Texas Department of Public 
Safety and a patrolman with the Los Fresnos 
Police Department. At approximately 10:45 p.m, 
while patrolling between the town limits of 
Port Isabel and Los Fresnos, the trooper stopped 
a motorist for an apparent traffic violation. 
The 37-year-old trooper, who had 13 years of 
law enforcement service, was later found dead 
from a gunshot wound’ to the back of the head. 
Shot with a .38=caliber handgun, he was lying 
beside his patrol unit, and his service weapon 
was missing. Approximately six miles away, a 
patrolman with the Los Frésnos Police Department 
reportedly stopped the same person for a traffic 
violation. The motorist pulled his vehicle 
to the side of the road, exited and approached 
the patrolman, who: was not aware that a trooper 
had been shot minutes before. Allegedly, the 
driver suddenly produced a -38~caliber -handgun - 
and shot the officer twice in the chest. The 
victim-patrolman was able to draw his 
service weapon and fire at the suspect who 
escaped. The 25-year-old patrolman, who 
had less than a year of service, succumbed to 
his wounds on October 7. Following an 
extensive investigation and search by state 
and local law enforcement agencies, a 
34-year-old Male was arrested and subsequently 
indicted by the. Grand Jury, Cameron County, 
Texas, on two counts of Capital murder. 


OCTOBER 
Alabama 


A l2-year veteran patrolman with the 

Bessemer Police Department was slain on the 
afternoon of October 1, ‘While the patrolman 
was in plainclothes working a stakeout on a 
possible flimflam operation, he approached 

a male suspect and began conversing with him. 
As the conversation grew heated, the suspect 
walked away from the officer, turned and 
allegedly produced a + 38-caliber handgun. 

The patrolman was shot in the, face, and his 
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assailant escaped. Responding officers found 
the 37-year-old patrolman slumped beside his 
patrol vehicle and transported him to a local 
hospital where he died an hour later. aA 
35-year~old suspect was apprehended approxi- 
mately 5 hours later at a housing project. 
Subsequent investigation determined that the 
Suspect had been charged previously. with 
murder and robbery, confined to prison, and 
released on parole. The victim patrolman 

was apparently unaware that the male was being 
sought by authorities for attempted murder . 
and several robberies. 


California 


. At approximately 12:35 p.m. on 
October 1, a California Highway Patrol 
motorcycle officer with 4 years of law : 
enforcement service was shot and killed while. 
attempting to remove debris from a freeway 
near Alhambra. The. 33-year-old victim and 
another officer were dispatched to remove 
the debris which was causing a traffic hazard. 
As the officer working with the victim began 
to slow down traffic by activating his 
motorcycle's red safety, lights and driving 
in a zigzag pattern across five lanes of 
the, freeway; an automobile pulled out of the 
mass of slowly moving traffic and began to 
move ahead of the other vehicles. When the 
officer approached the auto in an attempt to 
instruct the driver to slow down, he.was shot 
in the neck, shoulder, and back. The victim, 
who was attempting to remove the debris from 
the roadway, observed his fellow officer fall 
off his motorcycle, and unaware that the 
officer had been shot, returned to his own 
unit to radio for assistance, However, before 
he could complete the call, he was shot twice 
in the lower back. Both officers were wounded 
with a .357-magnum handgun. The victim died 
the following day while. the other officer, who 
was wearing protective body armor when attacked, 
survived. Further investigation determined 
that the occupants of the automobile had 
robbed a imarket minutes before the incident ; 
and believed they were approaching a roadblock. 
Within days, one 35-year-old male was taken 
into custody... A second male suspect, also 
35 years old, was killed in a shoot out with 
police on January 13, 1982. During the gun 
battle, a Salt Lake City, Utah, Police 
Department..officer was slain,. 


Minnesota 


- While attempting to remove two 
children from their grandparents' residence 
and return them to their mother, a deputy with 
the Itasca County Sheriff's Department. was 
killed on October 29 at approximately 10:30 a.m. 
When the 14~year veteran deputy arrived at the 
house in Pengilly, the children's father, who 
was being sought by police for other charges 
but believed to be out of the area, apparently 
had secreted himself behind the front door. 
Investigation indicates that immediately after 
the deputy was invited into the residence by 
the suspect's aunt, the Suspect, brandishing 
a .357-magnum handgun, emerged from behind 
the door and ordered the officer to lie on 
the floor. Allegedly, he then asked where 
he could contact his wife, telling the 


deputy he was going to kill him if he did not 
respond in 3 seconds. He reportedly. counted 
off the seconds and then brutally shot the 
51-year-old officer in the head. - Later 
identified as the suspect's girlfriend, another 
female, present in the residence when the 
shooting occurred, fled and notified law 
enforcement authorities. Taking the two 
children as hostages and later using his 
mother as a shield, the 27-year-old male 
suspect was not taken into custody until after 
18 hours of negotiations by responding officers. 


New Jersey 


During the early morning hours of 
October 14, an Atlantic City Police Department 
patrolman was killed after pursuing a suspect 
wanted for robbery, assault, and other related 
charges. . When the police established a 
roadblock at a bridge, ‘a 35-year-old male 


t 


stopped, exited his car, and fired a 
9-millimeter handgun. at the patrolman.,: who 
had pulled his police unit near the male's’ 
vehicle, The: victim officer suffered multiple 
head wounds and had. no Opportunity to. draw 

his service weapon. His assailant committed 
suicide before other officers could react, 

The victim, 20 years old, had over. 1 year of 
law enforcement. experience. ° 


New York 


A 33-year-old sergeant and a 
45-year-old patrolman with the Village of Nyack 
Police Department were. shot and killed on. | 
October 20. “At 3:55 P.m., four to five armed 
suspects robbed an armored truck at a local — 
shopping center in Nanuet. During the 
commission of ‘the robbery, one guard was killed, 
one was injured, and over $1.5 million was ~ 
stolen, Afterwards, the robbers fled to a 
nearby shopping center where they abandoned 
their vehicle and. entered a rental truck and an 
automobile. They proceeded in these two 
vehicles to an entrance ramp of a thruway where 
the rental: tritick was stopped by the sergeant, 
the patrolman, and two other officers.. The 
Ariver of the truck and’ the one passenger, 
both females, were removed from the cab. by 
three of the officers while the fourth went to 
the back of the’ truck to check the rear door, 
which was found.to be locked. After searching 
the cab of the truck for weapons, the four 
officers were in the .process..of questioning -the 
two females when five males, armed with ; 
shotguns and automatic weapons, emerged from 
the rear of the truck and began firing in the 
direction of the officers. The sergeant was 
fatally wounded in the chest and back'with.a 
+223-caliber rifle, while the patrolman was shot 
in the chest with the same’ caliber rifle and 
a 9-millimeter handgun. Of the remaining 
two officers, one.was .superficially wounded and 
the other escaped injury. Subsequently, seven 
suspects were apprehended, one was: killed in a 
gun battle with New York City police three days 
later, and two remain as fugitives...One of the. 
seven suspects in custody has also been. charged 
in .connection with the April 16: shooting ofva 
New York City police officer who’ died on May Ll. 
Several of the suspects apprehended: in. - 
connection. with the shootings have. been 
identified as members of left-wing extremist 


\ 


groups. The victim sergeant. had over 11 years 
of law enforcement service, and the victim 
patrolman had 13 years of service, : 


Ohio 


After responding to a silent alarm | 
at a local bank, a Cleveland Police Department 
officer was shot at approximately 9:30 a.m. 
on October 21. ‘Two males, armed with handguns, 
entered the bank and announced a holdup. Upon 
seeing the victim and several other officers. 
arriving at the scene, the males attempted to 
shoot their way out of the bank. During the 
ensuing exchange of gunfire, the victim officer 
received a gunshot wound to the head froma 
-357-magnum handgun. Before collapsing, the 
victim was able to wound one subject, 26 years. 
of age. The second subject, 56 years of age, 
was taken into custody at.the scene by other 
officers... The 22-year-old officer, who had 
5 months of law enforcement service, died the 


day after’the incident. 


While transporting a prisoner, a 
43-year-old reserve deputy with the Mahoning 
County Sheriff's Office was slain at approxi-~ 
mately 2:30 p.m. on October 22. Following 
treatment of a prisoner at a local hospital, 
the victim'deputy was returning the 25-year~old 
Male to the county jail. While en route, the 
deputy's cruiser-was rammed in the rear by a 
vehicle reportedly being driven by the 
prisoner's 19-year-old brother. The victim 
exited his unit and was approaching the . 
driver's side of the other vehicle when, he 
was shot point~biadnk with a 12-gauge sawed-off 
shotgun. The prisoner, his brother who is the 
alleged assailant, and two other males, aged 
23 and 20, fled’ the shooting scene. Following 
an intensive manhunt, all four suspects were 
arrested by the Youngstown ’Police Department 
and charged with the victim's death. The 
victim officer. had 5 years of law enforcement 
service, ““ oo s 


Puerto Rico 


“ On October 13 at “approximately 
9:45 p.m, an. officer..with ‘the Police of. Puerto. 
Rico was slain while investigating a suspicious 
person. While the 3l-year~old officer was on. 
patrol, he stopped his police wnit in ‘front of 
a residential building.: Before he could exit < 
his -vehicle,-he was shot -18 times-in the head; 
chest, hip; and-arm with (a 9-millimeter - 
semiautomatic handgun. A male suspect, .23 ; 
years of age, was apprehended. the following + 
day. The. victim officer ha@ served the law. 
enforcement profession for. 7 years. . 


NOVEMBER 
Alabama 


After responding to a disturbance 
call, a Troy. Police Department patrolman was 
shot and killed at approximately 3:00 p.m. on 
November 26. The 25-year-old patrolman arrived 
at a local residence and conversed with a 
79-year-old male. who surrendered a handgun. to 
the officer. Within a few minutes after 
leaving the scene, the patrolman and two 
other officers returned to the residence in 


u 
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response to a second disturbance call. As 

the officers were approaching the male, who 
was standing on the porch of the residence, 

he opened fire on the officers with a 12-gauge 
shotgun. The patrolman was fatally wounded 

in the chest, and the other two officers 
received wounds to the hands and arms. The 
male was killed by return gunfire. The victim 
patrolman had 2 years of law enforcement 
service, 


California 


At approximately 11:15 p.m. on 
November 15, a 13-year veteran officer with 
the Parlier Police Department was shot and 
killed after responding to a man-with-gun call. 
at a local tavern. Arriving on the scene in 
Separate vehicles, the 36-year~old victim and 
another officer entered the establishment and 
approached an individual who suddenly produced 
a 9~millimeter handgun. During the officers’ 
ensuing struggle with this man, another male, 
who was seated in a nearby booth, drew a 
»25-caliber handgun and began firing at both 
officers. One shot wounded the victim in the 
wrist, one struck his bulletproof vest, and 
the third entered his shoulder and traversed 
through his chest severing his aorta. The 
second officer sustained a nonfatal wound 
to his shoulder and returned fire killing the 
35-year-old assailant. ‘The individual involved 
in the struggle fled the scene and was later 
apprehended. : 


North Carolina 


During the early morning of 
November 22, a 33-year-old patrolman with the 
Hendersonville Police Department was seriously 
wounded while investigating a suspicious 
person. The victim patrolman advised the 
police radio dispatcher his intentions of 
stopping a vehicle he had observed circling 
a city block and requested backup assistance. 
After both had exited their vehicles, the 
patrolman was questioning the suspect when the 
male suddenly fled on. foot. After a short 
chase, the officer caught up with the suspect 
and-a struggle ensued. The victim, with over 
3 years of law enforcement service, was 
disarmed of his .38-caliber service weapon 
and was shot once in the head from a very | 
close range. He died of his wound the next 
day. ‘His assailant flea thé scene with the 
Murder weapon before the requested backup unit 
arrived. A 27-year-old male was subsequently 
arrested and charged with first-degree murder. 


A Charlotte Police Department officer 
with 4 years of law enforcement experience 
was shot and killed during midmorning on 
November 23. As he entered a convenience 
store, the 26-year-old officer apparently 
was unaware of a robbery in progress involving 
several males. According to witnesses, the 
victim encountered one of the suspects at the 
entrance, and a brief conversation appeared 
to take place. Reportedly, as the victim 
officer turned to seek cover, he was shot at 
close range once in the arm and 5 times in 
the back with what is believed to be a 
-38-caliber handgun. The Suspects then fled 
from the store, taking with them the victim's 
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of his patrol vehicle. 


service weapon. Subsequent investigation led © 
to the arrest of 6 males, aged 33, 31, 22, 20, 
17, and 16; all have been. charged with the 
murder and armed robbery. 


An 8-year veteran deputy with the 
Lancaster County Sheriff's Department was slain 
while attempting to serve civil commitment 
papers on a male during the afternoon of 
November 4, Accompanied by another deputy, 
the 34-year-old victim was conversing with the 
subject, who remained in his residence near a 
door. Reportedly, the male became belligerent, 
thrust open the door, and fired a .25-caliber 
semiautomatic handgun at the officers. While 
the victim sustained a fatal gunshot wound to 
the head, the assisting deputy Managed to take 
cover, return gunfire, and-wound the male, 
who retreated back into the dwelling. Two 
of the man's relatives subsequently went inside 
the residence, disarmed him, and turned him 
over to law enforcement authorities. The 
48-year-old male had had a long history of 
mental illness and had been picked up ; 
previously by the victim deputy. 


DECEMBER 
Illinois 


While investigating a report of 
suspicious persons at a fuel oil storage 
facility, a lé-year veteran deputy with the 
Warren County Sheriff's Department was shot 
and killed. Shortly after midnight on 
December 7, the deputy was dispatched to the 
storage facility. Upon arrival, he radioed 
the dispatcher who then attempted to contact-: 
the deputy approximately 5 minutes later and 
xveceived no response. Monmouth Police 
Department officers went to the scene and 
found the 60-year-old deputy lying in front 
He had been shot 
once in the stomach, once in the chest, and 
twice in the head with a handgun believed 
to be .38 or .357 caliber. The unidentified 
perpetrators escaped the scene with approxi- 
mately’5,000 gallons of fuel oil. , 


Louisiana 
aQursirana 


An East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff's 
Office deputy was slain after stopping ata 
convenience store on his way to work on 
December 12. Investigation indicates that at 
approximately 5:30 a.m., the uniformed deputy 
entered the store and apparently interrupted 
a robbery in progress. The deputy was shot in 
the head and chest three times with a - 
-38-caliber handgun and once with his own 
-357-magnum. service weapon. A store employee 
was also shot during the robbery and 
subsequently died. The assailants fled the 
scene and remain at large. The 23-year-old 
deputy had less than a year of law enforcement 


- Service. 


At approximately 8:30 a.m. on 


December 1, a deputy with the Chickasaw County 
Sheriff's Department was shot and killed while 


attempting to execute an arrest warrant. 
Pursuant to a complaint filed by the suspect's 
wife, the deputy went to the couple's : 
residence to serve the warrant for a # 
misdemeanor charge of simple assault. As the 
deputy was standing in their front yard, 

the 47-year-old husband allegedly fired a 
-30-06 semiautomatic rifle, striking the victim 
five times in the head, chest, and back. The 
deputy, 25 years of age with over 2 years of 
law enforcement service, returned gunfire but 
did not wound the male. Shortly after the 
shooting, the man was arrested and charged with 
capital murder. 


At approximately 2:00 p.m. on 
December 31, a 37-year-old Patrolman with the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol was killed after 
making a traffic stop: The 8-year veteran 
patrolman was conducting a search of the 
stopped vehicle when the four occupants 
allegedly attacked him from behind with a 
butcher knife. After being repeatedly stabbed 
in the back, the victim was then disarmed of 
his .357-magnum service weapon and shot in the 
head. When a civilian stopped to assist the 
fallen officer, the male suspects, two aged 
27, one aged 30, and one aged 38, fled. the 
scene in a stolen auto that they subsequently 
abandoned. Later, they were apprehended 
attempting to drive a second stolen vehicle 
through a roadblock. 


New Jersey 


An ll-year veteran trooper with the 
New Jersey State Police was shot and killed 
after effecting a traffic stop on December 21. 
At approximately 4:30 p.m., the 32-year-old 
trooper stopped a vehicle containing two 
males on an interstate highway. The trooper 
and the driver were both standing near the 
vehicle talking when the passenger exited and 
allegedly opened fire on the officer with a 
9-millimeter automatic handgun. Thirteen 
rounds were fired at the trooper with seven 
striking him either in nonfatal areas of the 
body or in the chest area covered by his 
protective vest. However, the shot’ which 
killed the officer entered under his arm. 
between the panels of the vest. As the 
suspects fled the scene in their vehicle, 
the trooper emptied his service weapon, hitting 
the car four times. Both males, aged 34 and 
35, have been charged with murder but remain 
in a fugitive status. Investigation indicates 
that one suspect is believed to be a member 
of a left-wing revolutionary group. ° 


New York 


On December 16 at approximately 
9:00 p.m., a New York City Police Department 
officer was shot and killed while attempting 
to thwart an armed robbery. The off-duty 
officer and his wife were visiting at their 
relatives" residence when a family member 
returned home from work. As he was parking 
his vehicle in the garage, he was accosted 
by two males. Alerted by another family 
member, the unarmed officer entered the garage, 
identified himself as a police officer, and 
was. immediately shot in the chest with a 
-38-caliber handgun. The victim diea en route 


to a local hospital, and the unidentified 
assailants remain at large. The 34-year~old 
officer had served the law enforcement 
profession for 13 years. 


Pennsylvania 


After stopping a vehicle being driven 
in the wrong direction on a city street, a 
patrolman with the Philadelphia Police 
Department was shot and killed at approximately 
4:00 a.m. on December 9. As the officer was 
questioning the driver of the stopped car, the 
driver's brother ran across a nearby parking 
lot and allegedly fired at the officer three 
times with a .38-caliber handgun. The victim 
was struck in the back but turned around and 
fired once at'his assailant, wounding him in 
the chest. After the officer collapsed on 
the ground, the assailant reportedly stood over 
him and fired a shot into the officer's head. 
The victim and the suspect were transported to a 
local hospital where the officer expired 
approximately an hour later, and the subject 
was admitted under police custody. The 
25-year-old patrolman had 5 years of law 
enforcement service. 


Puerto Rico 


A 28-year-old officer with the Police 
of Puerto Rico died on December 2 from wounds 
he sustained in an- ambush attack on 
November 26. While the officer, seated in his 
patrol unit with the door open, was preparing 
a report, a lone gunman approached from behind. 
He allegedly fired a weapon, believed to have 
been a handgun, and caused the officer to fall 
from his vehicle. The perpetrator reportedly 
fired at the victim again after he was lying on 
the ground. The male then fled on foot with 
the victim officer's service weapon. A suspect, 
26 years of age, was arrested later and charged 
with murdering the officer, who had served the 
law enforcement community for more than a year. 


Virginia 


On December 27 at approximately 
12:45 a.m., a patrolman with the Virginia 
Beach Police Department was shot and killed 
after stopping a suspicious vehicle. Before 
the patrolman could exit his cruiser, the 
driver of the stopped car got out of his 
vehicle and fired six rounds froma .32-caliber 
handgun, striking the victim four times in the 
back. The 39-year-old male fled the scene 
in his car and was stopped approximately a 
Mile away by another officer. When instructed 
to exit and place his hands on the roof of his 
car, the driver produced the same handgun 
and fired once, striking the police unit. The 
officer returned gunfire and fatally wounded 
the subject. Subsequent investigation 
determined that moments before the victim 
patrolman had effected the traffic stop of the 
suspicious vehicle, the driver had been 
involved in an attempted rape. The 25-year-old 
patrolman had over 3 -years of law enforcement 
service. ; 
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West Virginia 


After responding as a backup unit to 
a burglary-in-progress call, a 26-year-old 
officer with the Huntington Police Department 
was shot and killed. At 12:45 a.m. on 
December 14, the officer arrived at the scene 
and radioed the dispatcher that he had located 
two suspects. At this time, the first officer 
dispatched to the scene heard gunfire and‘ upon 
investigating, found the victim lying face down 
on the street. The victim, who was wearing a 
protective vest, had received four blows to the 
back of the head and then had been shot five 
times in the head and neck with his own 
»38-caliber service weapon. ' Subsequently, one 
male, aged 31, was taken into custody while 
another suspect, aged 29, remains at large. 
The victim officer had served the law 
enforcement profession for nearly 3 years. 
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Wisconsin 


While attempting to apprehend a 
robbery suspect, two Milwaukee Police 
Department officers were slain on December 23. 
Around midnight, the officers were on patrol 
when they observed a male run from a local 
tavern. After exiting their patrol unit, the 
officers chased the suspect down a nearby alley. 
Reportedly, the suspect shot one officer in 
the head with a .25-caliber handgun and then 
began struggling with the other, who was shot 
twice in the head and once in the shoulder with 
his own .38-caliber service weapon. ; 
Subsequently, a 19-year-old suspect was 
apprehended at a nearby residence and charged 
with murder and armed robbery. Both officers, 
aged 24 and 25, had over 3 years of law ; 
enforcement service. 
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